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About this template

The Software Architecture Document (SAD) describes the system's big-picture structure using multiple views
(context, containers, deployment), the quality attributes it must deliver, and the decisions that shape it. It stays

relevant longer than detailed design docs.

_

Stage Architecture & design

Primary audience Systems Architects, Lead Engineers, Security Leads

* Replace every [grey bracketed placeholder] with your own details.
» Delete the orange Guidance boxes and green Example boxes before you publish or circulate it.

* Add or remove table rows as needed; keep the section order so readers can find things quickly.

System SAD version
Architect Reviewers
Status Date
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Architectural Goals & Constraints

Quality Attributes

Rank the attributes that drive architectural choices.

Performance
Availability
Security
Scalability

Maintainability

Context View

Show the system, its users and external systems.

System context diagram

[Insert context diagram]

Container / Logical View

Container diagram

[Insert container diagram]
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Deployment View

Cross-Cutting Concerns

Security

Logging & observability
Error handling
Configuration

Data privacy

Architecture Decision Records

ADR-001
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Risks & Mitigation

List architectural risks and technical debt.

Approval

Record who reviewed and approved this document.

_

Prepared by
Reviewed by

Approved by
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YOUR TEMPLATE IS READY. YOUR TIME IS LIMITED.

Need this document written,
reviewed or formatted for you?

Documentation Services Lab turns your processes, systems and know-how into clear,
audit-ready documents your team will actually use. Hand us your notes, recordings or
rough drafts and we deliver a finished, on-brand Software Architecture Document and
anything else you need.

SOPs & process docs Technical & APl docs

Standard, checklist, visual and compliance SOPs, API references, integration guides, manuals, specs
process maps, operations manuals. and knowledge bases.

Quality & compliance Project & construction

ISO-ready QMS documents, registers, audit Charters, plans, RFIs, submittals, daily reports,
checklists, training records. closeout packages.

Visit our website >
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