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API Quick Start Guide
A fast, friendly guide that gets new developers to a working call in minutes.

INTENDED USERS

New Developers, Evaluators

TYPICAL USE CASE

Portal landing pages, rapid prototyping
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About this template

The Quick Start Guide is often the first page a developer reads, and it decides whether they continue. Keep it

short: one goal, copy-paste commands, sandbox credentials, a visible result, and clear next steps.

Detail

Intended users New Developers, Evaluators

Typical use case Portal landing pages, rapid prototyping

How to use it

• Replace every [grey bracketed placeholder] with your own details.

• Delete the orange Guidance boxes and green Example boxes before you publish or circulate it.

• Add or remove table rows as needed; keep the section order so readers can find things quickly.
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01  What You'll Build

GUIDANCE  Describe the end result in one or two sentences and how long it takes.

Goal [e.g. Send your first SMS]

Time needed [5 minutes]

Language [cURL / Node / Python]

02  Prerequisites

Item

[Free account]

[Sandbox API key]

[Node 18+ / Python 3.10+ (if using SDK)]

03  Step 1: Get Your API Key

04  Step 2: Install the SDK (optional)

TERMINAL

[npm install your-sdk] / [pip install your-sdk]

05  Step 3: Make Your First Request

REQUEST

curl https://[sandbox-base]/[resource] \

  -H "Authorization: Bearer [SANDBOX_KEY]" \

  -d '{ "[field]": "[value]" }'
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06  Step 4: Check the Result

GUIDANCE  Show the expected response and where to see it (e.g. dashboard).

RESPONSE

{ "id": "[...]", "status": "[success]" }

07  Common First-Time Errors

Error Fix

401 Unauthorized [Check key and sandbox/live mode]

08  Next Steps

Want to... Read

[Go live] [Link]

[Handle webhooks] [Link]

[Explore all endpoints] [API reference link]
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YOUR TEMPLATE IS READY. YOUR TIME IS LIMITED.

Need this document written,
reviewed or formatted for you?

Documentation Services Lab turns your processes, systems and know-how into clear,
audit-ready documents your team will actually use. Hand us your notes, recordings or
rough drafts and we deliver a finished, on-brand API Quick Start Guide and anything
else you need.

SOPs & process docs

Standard, checklist, visual and compliance SOPs,
process maps, operations manuals.

Technical & API docs

API references, integration guides, manuals, specs
and knowledge bases.

Quality & compliance

ISO-ready QMS documents, registers, audit
checklists, training records.

Project & construction

Charters, plans, RFIs, submittals, daily reports,
closeout packages.

Book a free consultation  > Visit our website  >

cal.com/documentationservices/inquiry documentationserviceslab.com

Free to use and adapt for your own organisation. Remove the orange guidance boxes before publishing.
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